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THE CRUCIBLE PRESENTS
Our second Benefit Fire Ballet
Stravinsky’s FIREBIRD “L 'oiseau de fue”

This April, The Crucible will once again set the dance scene
ablaze with our second benefit Fire Ballet, a funky and fiery
reinterpretation of the Russian classic, Igor Stravinsky’s Firebird. A
theatrical spectacle fusing ballet, break dancing, classical music,
acrobatics and aerial performance with fire and industrial arts, this
is truly ballet for today’s audiences. Conceived and directed by
Michael Sturtz nearly one hundred years after the ballet debuted in
Paris in 1910, Firebird will be performed in The Crucible’s 56,000
square-foot studio, with forges roaring and sparks flying. Like the
Crucible’s previous Fire Operas and Fire Ballet, this production brings together an unlikely collection
of performing and visual artists, costumers, and metal fabricators working together to create an
unprecedented stage show.

Imagine the graceful firebird somersaulting through the air on a flaming trapeze, a ballerina engaging
in a graceful pas-de-deux with a motorcycle stunt rider, or innocent maidens attacking the evil
henchmen with flaming swords. And of course, no Crucible production of Firebird would be complete
without a 1970’s Pontiac Firebird.

Choreographed by the award-winning Viktor Kabaniaev of the Diablo Ballet, the production features a
wildly eclectic cast, including principal dancers Tina Bobustedt, also of the Diablo Ballet; Easton
Smith, of Smuin Ballet, and Haley Henderson, from San Jose Ballet; the West Coast’s top motorcycle
stunt rider, Darius Khashabi, exotic dance troupe, Nekyia, and dance phenomenon, Flavor Group.
The action is set against a backdrop of flaming sculptures designed by Michael Christian, Orion
Fredricks, and Chris Niemer that create the firebird’s magical garden; and Music Director, Scott
Sterling, gives the already dynamic score a new treatment Stravinsky would have never imagined.

Proceeds from this production help support The Crucible’s art education programs. Firebird runs April
9-12 and 16-19, with performances Wednesday through Saturday each week. Performances on April
9™ and 10™ are designated as Ballet-for-All previews, part of The Crucible’s commitment to keeping
art accessible for all; tickets for these nights are $35 in advance ($30 for Crucible members), $40 at
the door. The Firebird Gala performance, set for Friday the 18", includes a pre-performance
reception with catered food and drink, exclusive performances, and an opportunity to mix and mingle
with the cast; advance tickets for this special fundraiser are $150. Tickets for remaining
performances are $55 in advance ($50 for Crucible members) and $60 at the door. All performances
will be held at The Crucible, 1260 7" Street, in Oakland. For more information, visit
www.thecrucible.orq.
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Crucible’s first fire ballet, Romeo and Juliet, also designed and directed by Sturtz, received critical
acclaim and has been nominated for the prestigious Isadora Duncan Dance Award.

About The Crucible

The Crucible is a non-profit arts education center that fosters a collaboration of arts, industry and
community, teaching and showcasing fire, metal, glass and light art in the East Bay for over five
years. The Crucible offers more than 400 classes to over 4,000 students annually in everything from
bronze casting to neon, welding to glass working, blacksmithing to fire dancing. Dedicated to the
creative use of fire and light, The Crucible is known for its innovative and stunning public events and
fundraisers, uniting artists from diverse disciplines. For more information, visit
http://www.thecrucible.org

For calendar editors:

What: Fire Ballet (A theatrical spectacle fusing ballet, break dancing, classical music, acrobatics and
aerial performance with fire and industrial arts; this is truly ballet for today’s audiences.)

When: April 9-12™ and April 16-19™, 2008 All performances begin at 8:30PM
Firebird Gala Friday, April 18" Reception 6:30 — 8:00PM
(no entry or seating after performance begins; no photos or recording devices please)

Who: Designed and produced by Michael Sturtz

Choreographed by Viktor Kabaniaev of the Diablo Ballet

Principal performers: Tina Bobustedt, Easton Smith, Haley Henderson, Darius Khashabi,
Janine Fondiller, The Nekyia, Flavor Group and more

Made possible by generous contributions from:

The Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation, The Hellman Family, Annette Campbell-White, Sharon and Barclay
Simpson, The Russell-Shapiro Family, The Thornton Family, Ann Hatch and Paul Disco, Pat & Susie McBaine,
Nicola Miner & Robert Mailer Anderson, the Cohen Investment Company, and The Port of Oakland

Where: The Crucible
1260 Seventh Street, Oakland, CA 94607
2 blocks from W. Oakland BART

Tickets on sale now at www.thecrucible.org

April 9" and 10™: Ballet-for-All Preview Performances - Advance tickets $35, $30 Crucible members,
$40 at door

April 11, 12 and 16, 17, 19th: Main Performances - $55 Advance tickets, $50 Crucible Members, $60
at door

Friday April 18" Firebird Gala $150 in advance

Friday night’s Firebird gala includes fiery hors d’oeuvres, fine wines, exclusive performances, and an
opportunity to mix and mingle with the cast. All proceeds benefit Crucible’s youth and education
programs.
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Contact: Jan Schlesinger at 510-444-0919, Ext. 28 jan@thecrucible.org

Public Info: 510-444-0919 www.thecrucible.org

Photos: Available on request or call for photographer’s access.

Interview Options: If you would like to interview performing artists or Crucible faculty and staff
members, contact Jan Schlesinger at 510-444-0919, Ext. 28 jan@thecrucible.org
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