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Young Artists from The Crucible Exhibit Art Bikes
At deYoung Museum
Many people have claimed to invent the bicycle, and it arguably has been in existence since the 15th century, but taking an ordinary two-wheeled conveyance and transforming it into a mobile work of art is a relatively new form of urban American art – one that is igniting the imaginations of a group of young Oakland artists.

My bike has a sidecar and it’s so cool I thought it would not work, but it does. After painting it will look really cool. ~ Samantha Placencia Martinez, Age 12

My project is two BMX bikes stacked on top of each other. My bike has road bike handle bars, front hand brakes and a triangle chain. My bike is cool! ~ Alberto Navarrete, Age 14

My bike is a two seat tandem bike that’s blue, black, and silver with a rack on the back. ~ Malik Nathaniel, Age 13
The Crucible’s Frame Alteration Workshop teaches Oakland youth about how people around the world have altered bicycles – for utilitarian needs, high performance, or just to look cool. They also get inspiration for their own projects, and learn to use the tools that enable them to combine their love of bicycles and industrial arts skills to create their own customized bicycles.   
Over the last few years, The Crucible’s Bike Program has become the organization’s most popular community outreach program, teaching youth basic bike mechanics through the Earn A Bike Program, and sponsoring regular Bike Fix-A-Thons for cyclists in our West Oakland community.  “The Bike Frame Alteration class is the next progression for youth who have moved beyond beginning bike mechanic skills towards intermediate skills,” says Kristy Alfieri, Crucible’s Education Director.   “In this program a small group of youngsters learn metalwork and advanced bike mechanic skills necessary to design and build a project.”  

During the course of the after school and weekend workshop, students design and fabricate alterations to their bikes. Artists and faculty teach the basic fabrication skills of MIG welding, oxy/acetylene torch, grinding and finishing, along with general and specific safety training as students learn to alter and rebuild their bicycles and customize components such as handlebars, rims and seat posts. Sixteen-year-old Beatriz Cuevas writes in her daily production journal, “Today I learned how to bend the large pieces of metal for the body of my bike. It was hard because the shapes had to be exact and we had to keep re-bending over and over to get it right. I learned that I am capable of doing things, even though they are something I have never done before.”  

Over 30 youth have participated in this unique and multimedia art form. Each year, when they finish their bike projects, students show off their creations during The Crucible’s annual Gifty Holiday Art Sale and Open House.  This year is the first they have been invited to share their work with a broader audience at the deYoung Museum.  Young artists displaying their bikes include Robert Collins, Beatriz Cuevas, Guadelupe Valledares, James Harris, Mike Brown, and Cintia Flores.
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